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Chesapeake Wildlife Heritape:
Preserving wetland babital
through restoration
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1L all siaried with a growp of spoismen in the 19810 whao

wanilecd Loy hund ducks. Bven thowgh they had access o

ayailable land, the hahilal didn'l alraa the wildlile thal

they hoped o see. Trying i ligure oul why they kepl
coming up emply-hancded, the group realived that developing
wedland habitats switable for waterfow] would make their
properties more hospilabde for these animals.

“They neabad a held ecologisl, whach i how 1 gol invobeed,”
said Med Cerber, Abngsade coondinalons, eam managers, and
Niedd pechnicians, Gerber works wilh landowners o develop
walerfow] habslals on private land that would olherwise be
pan ol a larger Farm plod o leli watended. wih an emphasis
on bag-pichure conservalion, the elfons of Chesapeake wildlde
Iheritage are [ar-reaching.

e good mews is Lhal il someone wanis o baikd a welland on
o proyperty just becanss they wart Lo bund ducks, they'ne poing
L help a b of other species as well,™ sawd Gerber, who is the
clirecior and a habatal eoologisl or Chesapeake Wildlde | lenilage.

Painled wriles, dragondlies, numerous species of frogs, and
courilbess glhers all benefil from the native environment Chal
was once s cormmaon on Lthe shores of the Chesapeake Bay.
Inulterlies, malive bess and olher pollinators also inmease. Waler
cpealily imgroves 25 e environment becomes more hospilable
Loy mative ansmals and plants.

Parmmering wwieh ibe Conservation Reserve Progrem
Chesapeake Wildbile 1enilage has srong relalionships wilh the
community and beyond, with representation on their board of
direciors [mom local lEndoemers and business oamers, as well
a5 advisors [mom prominent legal eams and the Smathsonian
rrvaronmental Besearch Center. Bul one of the mosl imporiant
partnerships thal they enjoy i with Lthe Conservaton RBesene
Program, (P,

“This program ook malleons of acres of [armland and
coverted il o wildlife habilal,” said CGerber.

since il was signed into law in 19685, CRP has worked wilh
Ermeers by beasing sensitive land from them al a premiam price
Lo comvert il Lo prodecled wibdlife habilads. What mightl have

SPORTIMG LIFE 2023 | SHOREMOMNTHLY.COM 47



been an obsore portion of Ermiand, sech 35 the banks of a
oreek, i incredshly vahushie (o the native planis and animeals that
call it home Designating # as (P allows Gerber and his eam
o oo ot the land, prepare @ for development 25 2 wildlife
hakhstat, and even maintzin @ a5 it blooms and grows onoe more.

‘This program is a5 advanizgeous o the fEmers as il is te
dincks, frogs and other animals and planis. Adminssiered by
the Farm Service Agency, (3P pays annuesl lesses for the and
direcily o the landowners. (rganimtions ke Chesapeake
wildkfe Heritage do the work 0 develop and maintain the
habitat. Many Bndowners like the appeal of sesing native
species come badk in their land, whether they wanl o umnt
wilkdlife Heritage or jusl wani 0 get doser o naiore.

“werve figured oul how 10 be the extension nonprofit side
o theat program and help lancdowmnens ot CRP inlo pradioe on
thesr Earms,” sawd Gierder.

Whae muskes & pood wnldlife balriia?
Ceerber amnd his team follow a few guidelines
and best practices when il comes o
esiahlishing wetlands and other habatats
They ofien begin by tarpeting the plants that
are nol part of the natural environment, such
a5 lawm or crops.

“When vee pet the call, well visil e sde and
ke 3 book,” he sl “Then, we bypically spray :
an heshicide 10 get vid of the had planis thar .  SSEEEE
are imvasive of that can get out of hand and 00
be bad for the mtive species. Well do this in
the Ell and bier in the spring in some cses ™

‘Then comes the fon part 0 develiop the land. The exad sleps
vary hased on the cond®tions and locaion. Chesapeake Waldkle
Herilage has done everything from creating buffer strips along
orecls, coliivating meadows on bwns and in fidds, and even
buibding homes: fior vilnerahle specses such 25 Purple Martins,
ospreys, and Hastem Blushsands

“¥ou walk through someone’s lawn and there's no life o 500
other than the earthwonms a few inches below the soil ™ sasd
Gierher. “Then you walk throogh one of these meadows and il's
Ierceing with bees and bulterfbes. I's amarkng =
farms o small homes with yands. The focus is on oreating
habstats for netive species, such 25 bumbdebess: and orchand
bees, 1o support the overall health of the species and ecosysiem
It doesn't ke 3 lol of space o oeale something speciacular
for wildhile o enjoy.

“If you hawve a bwn, everybody can do something " sawd
Gerher. “How that band is sinaied will diciaie exacily wheat
you can do. But everybody who has a litle patch of groumd
can do smethang ™

For more information shool reesiahlishing weilands and other
hebilts b mapport native species and the oritical Chesapeake Ray
emaysiem, visi wema cheswildlife.org or follow @cheswildile
o0 Inslagram. &
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